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SUBJECT: ACTION UNDER THE EMERGENCY 

1. WHILE FIVE DAYS OF THE STATE OF EMERGENCY OFFER NO 
SOLID INDICATORS OF ANY IMPROVEMENT IN ADMINISTRATIVE 
ELAN, MORE ARRESTS HAVE BEEN MADE. WE KNOW THAT TWO 
JOURNALISTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE BENGALI PRESS HAVE BEEN 
SEIZED. MORE SIGNIFICANTLY, LABOR LEADER MANNAN, MP, 

HEAD OF THE JATIYO SRAMIK LEAGUE (THE CHOSEN INSTRUMENT 
OF AWAMI LEAGUE AND THE BDG IN THE LABOR FIELD) HAS BEEN 
HELD ON CHARGES OF MISMANAGMENT AND MISAPPROPRIATION OF 
FUNDS, DOUBLTLESS IN HIS CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OF THE 
DACCA COTTON MILLS MANAGEMENT BOARD. WE ALSO HEAR OF 
THE ARRESTS OF LESSER LIGHTS BUT THESE DO NOT APPEAR IN 
THE PRESS. 

2. THE MOST DRAMATIC EVENT WAS THE REPORTED SHOOTING OF 
TERRORIST LEADER SIRAJ SIKDAR, LEADER OF THE PURBO 
BANGLA SHORBAHARA PARTY. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, 
SIKDAR WAS ARRESTED N CHITTAGONG ON JANAURY 1. BROUGHT 
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AUTHORITIES. WHILE TRAVELING BY TRUCK WITH THE POLICE 
TO THE HIDEOUT OF ONE OF HIS BANDS NEAR DACCA. HE SOUGHT 
TO ESCAPE AND WAS SHOT IN THE ATTEMPT. HIS DEATH OCCURRED 
NEAR THE RAKKHI BAHINI CAMP AT SAVAR. 

3. COMMENT: THE ARRESTS REVEAL NO PATTERN YET. THAT OF 
MOUDUD AHMED (DACCA 5885) AND THE TWO JOURNALISTS MAY BE 
LARGELY CAUTIONARY AND INTENDED TO ENCOURAGE DISCRETION 
ON THE PART OF OTHERS. REGARDING THE ARREST OF MANN AN, 

HE MAY SIMPLY HAVE BEEN CORRUPT; HOWEVER, SO ARE MANY 
OTHERS STILL AT LIBERTY. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE MAY HAVE 
SOUGHT TO USE HIS JSL POSITION TO CREATE A POWER BASE 
WITH WHICH TO CHALLENGE HIS AWAMI LEAGUE MENTORS. THE 
DEATH OF SIKDAR, WHILE IT MAY WELL REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF 
TERRORISM WHICH HAS PLAGUED BANGLADESH, NEVERTHELESS 
GIVES THE EXTREMISTS A MARTYR. IT IS DISTINCTLY CON- 
CEIVABLE THAT SIKDAR COULD BECOME FAR MORE POTENT IN 
DEATH THAN HE WAS IN LIFE WHERE HE WAS PERHAPS MORE 
COMMITTED TO HOMICIDE THAN TO IDEOPLGY. AND UNLESS HIS 
BODY IS DISPLAYED (TO THE POSSIBLE EMBARRASSMENT OF THE 
BDG), THERE WILL SOON GROW UP STORIES THAT HE STILL 
LIVES, A LA SUB HAS CHANDRA BOSE. 
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